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Italy there was more movement. The King sought
to bring about peace by dividing the forces of his ene-
mies, and secretly entered into a treaty with Savoy.
The conditions were, that every place belonging to
Savoy which had been taken by our troops should be
restored, and that a marriage should take place be-
tween Monseigneur the Due de Bourgogne and the
daughter of the Duke of Savoy, when she became
twelve years of age. In the mean time she was to be
sent to the Court of France, and preparations were at
once made there to provide her with a suitable estab-
lishment.

The King was ill with an anthrax in the throat The
eyes of all Europe were turned towards him, for his
malady was not without danger; nevertheless in his
bed he affected to attend to affairs as usual; and he
arranged there with Madame de Maintenon, who
scarcely ever quitted his side, the household of the
Savoy Princess. The persons selected for the offices in
that household were either entirely devoted to Madame
de Maintenon, or possessed of so little wit that she had
nothing to fear from them. A selection which ex-
cited much envy and great surprise was that of the
Duchesse de Lude to be lady of honour. The day be-
fore she was appointed, Monsieur had mentioned her
name in sport to the King. "Yes," said the King,
" she would be the best woman in the world to teach
the Princess to put rouge and patches on her cheek;?>
and then, being more devout than usual, he said other
things as bitter and marking strong aversion on his
part to the Duchess. In fact, she was no favourite of
his nor of Madame de Maintenon; and this was so